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Greg Ward (born 1982) is rapidly emerging as one 
of the leading virtuoso saxophone players of his 
generation, with a unique versatility in a wide 
variety of styles including Modern Jazz, Funk, Latin 
as well as Classical, Indian, Klezmer and African 
Music. Ward grew up in a musical household, 
singing in Gospel groups as a child before the 
discovery of Charlie Parker led him to dedicate his 
life to the saxophone. Honors quickly followed, 
including the Downbeat Magazine High School 
Jazz Soloist Award (2000), participation in the 

exclusive Stean’s Institute at Ravinia (2001), scholarships from the Vail Jazz Workshop in 
Colorado, and selection as a Jazz Mentor with the Jazz Institute of Chicago. In 2002, 
Saxophone legend Fred Anderson hand-picked Ward to curate the Wednesday Night Jam 
Sesssions at Chicago’s Premier Jazz Club, the Velvet Lounge.

Ward has performed with musical greats including Von Freeman, Frank Wess, Al Jarreau, 
Carl Allen, Rufus Reid, Jeff Parker, Brian McNight and Hamid Drake, touring across the world 
in countries such as Peru, Singapore, Guam, Japan, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, France, and 
South Africa, and has been featured at festivals including Ravinia, Souns d’ Hiver, Montreaux 
Jazz Festival, Umbria Jazz Fest, Vision Festival in NYC, and Suoni Per Il Popolo Festival in 
Montreal. He is a member of Ernest Dawkins’ Chicago 12, the Occidental Brother’s Dance 
Band, Ted Sirota’s Rebel Souls, the Proliferation Quartet, Bindu and the Chicago Afro-Latin 
Jazz Ensemble. He also leads the experimental soul band We Tree, and co-directs the TBD 
Improvisation Orchestra, and has recorded for the Roguart, 482 Music, Dawk Music, and 
Delmark (release in 2008) labels. 

Ward’s diverse musical interests have led him to explore the world of Classical and Crossover 
music as a composer and performer. Recent commissions include a chamber work for ICE 
(International Contemporary Ensemble), a new ballet for the Peoria Ballet Company, and a 
septet for Gallery 37’s Downtown Sound Gallery Composer’s Series.  In June of 2007, he 
composed a quartet for sax, cello, guitar, and percussion(Infatuation With the Flame) that was 
performed as a part of the International Contemporary Ensemble's ICE Fest 2007 and on the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra Chamber Music Series.
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PRESS

“Greg Ward is an amazing talent who was born to play the saxophone. He 
picked it up as a kid, worked hard and has risen through the ranks of Chicago 
jazz to thrill audiences around the world.”  - Tim Reardon, Jazz Cabaret 
SoTish creator

“Ward in particular sounds terrific, balancing gorgeous lyric shapes with 
tightly coiled multiphonic screams.” - Peter Margasak, Chicago Reader 
Critic’s Choice. Review of Mike Reed’s Loose Assembly: Last Years Ghost

“Rising Chicago saxophonist Greg Ward cut his teeth playing a soulful, 
eclectic repertoire in Ted Sirota's Rebel Souls. True to form, all of Ward's 
recent music possesses a pungent, bluesy essence that will only grow 
stronger.” - Viaduct Theatre review


